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Hello again! It’s hard to believe another three months have gone by. Even in these troubling times, time does 
go on. I hope you are keeping safe and well and have been able to keep in touch with fellow sisters in the 
League. We are so blessed to be part of such a special and spiritual organization. 
 
As parish councils are unable to meet in person at the moment, Ontario Provincial Education and Health Chair 
Karen McDonald reminds us to write letters to our MP and MPP regarding current health issues. Consider 
writing letters to the provincial government to ensure they follow through with promises made regarding 
Long-Term Care Homes including a review of the system (a full independent public inquiry proposed by 
motion from the opposition was defeated), mandatory air-conditioning and building several thousand new 
long-term care beds. COVID-19 has made the Ontario government fully aware of issues that have been 
occurring for many years. It is sad that it took so many lives to do so. May they rest in peace. Write to your 
MPP about Bill 175, respecting homecare and community services. Write to the federal government regarding 
the federal Bill C-7 which is a plan to expand euthanasia in Canada. We need to be the voice of those who 
need to be heard. 
 

CNEWA Canada (Catholic Near East Welfare Association), which the CWL supports, has launched an 
emergency relief fund to provide food, health care and shelter for those affected by the August 4 explosion 
in Beirut. Please see the CNEWA website for further information. 
 
Please pray for our teachers, school staff and students as they return to school. There are many new 
procedures in place to keep everyone healthy. Also pray for parents, as their children attend school, either in 
person or virtually. 
 
Take a look at National Education and Health Chair Faith Anderson’s Communiqué #11 on the national 
website. See the provincial website to view the ON-Line Newsletter for more news from around the province. 
 
October 1 will be the CWL Day of Prayer for Home Missions here in Canada. This is the feast day for St. Thérèse 
of Lisieux who is one of the patron saints for missionaries. Pray a Rosary. Pray especially for Catholic Missions 
In Canada and consider monetary assistance for them. As a council, consider collecting items for a local 
mission. 
 
As we and all Christians throughout the world celebrate the Season for Creation, which started on September 
1 and ends on October 4 (feast of St. Francis of Assisi) and the Jubilee for the Earth, use this as a time to 
renew, repair and restore humanity’s broken relationship with God and His creation. In Pope Francis’s 
Laudato Si’, the Pope calls upon us to respond to the “cry of the earth and the cry of the poor,” through 
prayer, action and advocacy. Share what we have been given and be satisfied with enough. We need to resist 
the pull of compulsive consumerism and embrace a simpler lifestyle, cultivate harmony within ourselves, with 



 
 

others and with nature. This is a season to reflect on our lifestyles and how our daily decisions about food, 
consumption, transportation, use of water, energy and many other material goods can often be thoughtless 
and harmful. Now is the time to rediscover our vocation as children of God, as brothers and sisters and as 
stewards of creation. When you are taking a walk, looking out your window or pondering the autumn colours, 
consider how blessed we are and how close is the hand of God. 
 
Visit Holy Redeemer Parish’s website for their “Season of Creation 2020 Prayer,” found in their parish bulletin 
for August 31, 2020. It hits home and reminds us of how we have been treating our planet earth. 
 
Consider planting a tree as part of the League’s 100th anniversary, reducing the amount of garbage you 
produce and try to eliminate single-use plastics as much as possible. I know it is hard to get rid of all uses of 
plastics, but we are on the right road.  
 
May our Lady of Good Counsel be beside you to comfort and guide you through this difficult time of the 
pandemic. Our Lady of Good Counsel – Pray for us! 
 

“In thee, O Lord, have I put my hope. Let me never be confounded.” 
 – St. Francis Xavier 

 


